I.?About 11 o'clock on Saturday evening, the 19th of August, a gentleman called upon me, bringing with him a native syce, who, he said, had about half past seven p.m., or 3| hours before, been bitlen by a snake. The syce had gone out in attendance on this gentleman and his family in the evening. The history, was that the man himself had seen the snake, which was said to be a small one, crawl over his foot.
On examining the patient, I failed to find anything like a puncture. The man himself, when I saw him, was in such a state of utter prostration, that he could not! be got to answer a single question. On examining his pupils, pulse and skin, I suspected that he was a habitual gunjah-smoker, and that he was, in all probability, suffering from a combination of gunjah, and the dread or fear which supervenes when a man About 4 minutes after the man had been bitten, the part was freely scai'ified, and the cupping glass applied. Ammonia was given repeatedly at short intervals. Rum was also freely administered, and moans were taken to prevent sleep.
"When the patient was presented to me as a specimen of snake bite cured by cupping, ammonia and rum, I expressed my doubts, after an examination of the seat of scarification, whether he had been bitten at ail, and if he had been bitten, whether the snake was poisonous.
I submitted the snake to Dr. Fayrer, g.s.i., who pronounccd it to be " the lycodon anticus?perfectly innocent. It is something like the kra.it (bungarus ceruleus), and often gets blamed accordingly." He adds,?the double row of teeth in the upper jaw shews it to be an innocent (land) snake."
The effect of fear was well shewn in this case as producing several of the symptoms met with in men and animals poisoned by snakes. This fear was intensified by his having seen the reptile, and being under the firm belief that it was a krait, well known by every native to be poisonous to a deadly degree. Had the snake not been identified by unimpeachable authority, the notion might have been entertained that the patient had recovered, under the influence of cupping, ammonia and rum, from the effects of the bite of the deadly krait.
Remarks.?These cases are instructive. They shew how the symptoms of venom from poisonous snakes may bo unintentionally simulated for a time by the influence of the fear of certain death, and how easily the practitioner may be deceived unless he is on the alert. 
